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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Plummer Home Boys Perform at State House

Salem, MA, February 9, 2011 --- This week 8 boys from the Plummer Home Music Program brought down the house playing two songs for an audience of about 200 people at the State House in Boston.  “What a day!” said Plummer Home Program Director Jeff Rajchel.  “The kids worked incredibly hard on these songs and it shows.  The energy coming from them during the performance was palpable, and the audience responded.  People couldn’t get out of their seats fast enough to give a standing ovation!  I’m very proud of them, and more importantly, I think they’re proud of themselves.”

Watching from his front row seat, Representative John Keenan was captivated.  “I can’t tell you how impressed I am.  I understand that these boys had no musical training before coming to Plummer Home.  In fact one of them just moved into the Home during the last month.  To have the courage to get up and perform in front of such a big crowd, well I find that profoundly  inspiring and moving.  And look at the energy they created in this crowd!”
The boys performed two songs:  Don’t Stop Believing, by Journey and On the Earth, by Plummer Home residents and staff.  Two different boys played bass, two others played drums and the remainder sang. They were accompanied on keyboard by music instructor and producer Aaron Katz.  The lyrics to On the Earth, which can be viewed on the Plummer Home website,
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were read by one boy while others played music they had composed to accompany him.  Relaxing right into the role of entertainer, this young man had the audience engaged, laughing and sometimes close to tears as he read the funny and poignant things boys and staff had written about what they would do if it were their last day on earth.  Asked whether he had practiced it all ahead of time, he said no.  To which one of the other boys remarked that he should be a stand up comic.

“I don’t think any of us at Plummer Home will forget this day anytime soon,” said Plummer Home supervisor John Silk.  “Watching the boys perform was such an emotional experience for me.  Struggling with all the day to day issues faced by our boys, it is easy to get caught up in the daily grind.  Something like this is a powerful reminder of the resilience, strength and courage of our kids.  We’re like proud parents.”


The eight boys who participated in Tuesday’s performance live at Plummer Home and come from the communities of Salem, Lynn, Peabody, Gloucester, Lawrence and Boston and Everett. 
About Plummer Home 

Founded in 1855 through a bequest by Caroline Plummer, Plummer Home today has a Community Based Group Home for boys ages 12-18 and a Pre-Independent Living program for boys ages 16-22.  In addition, we have a Family Partners Program which provides services to adolescents living in the community.  All programming is based on 3 principles:

· Life-long relationships: every child needs a life-long connection with a positive adult.

· Preparedness:  teens need to reach adulthood with a range of personal and practical skills.

· Community:  involvement with community is essential to each child’s long term success.  

For more information contact Executive Director James Lister at 978-744-1099 x. 113; jlister@plummerhome.org.  
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